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Now, although it is undeniably true that the number of
persons with a sufficiently practical grasp of large affairs is
relatively small in India, a close study of the factors that have
influenced the character of the people would show that this
particular deficiency is at bottom due partly to the debilitating
effect of the climate, partly to the traditions of asceticism and
other-worldliness inculcated by religion, partly to the too
purely literary and cultural bias imparted by an ill-balanced
educational system, and partly also to the lack of opportunities
for training in the more responsible duties of administration.
To attribute this characteristic defect in the intellectual make-
up of the average educated Indian entirely, or even largely, to
the absence of extensive industrial development in the country,
is only to take a purely superficial view of the matter.
It is obvious that the introduction of the necessary degree of
realistic bias in the mind of the average member of the intelli-
gentsia must necessarily wait upon the slow process of changes
in modes of living so as to counteract the disabilities imposed
by climate as well as in deep-rooted social and religious
traditions, upon thoroughgoing alterations in the content and
methods of education, and upon the right development of
self-governing political institutions.
Furthermore, it should be pointed out that, since industrial
activities represent only one department of national life, the
claim of industrial training must be examined not by and of
itself as a matter of paramount importance, but alongside the
similar claims of practical training in other at least equally
important departments of national life.
And lastly, we must remember that the strength and vigour
of national character are ultimately dependent, not so much
upon the exceptional ability and training of a few individuals
in the enjoyment of specially favourable opportunities, as upon
the physical and moral stamina and intellectual training of the
average individual. Hence, a policy of industrial development
under a regime of protectionism, in so far as it diminishes the
purchasing power of the income of the average individual and